Age 19-20]    Arthur in the Irish Parliament    [1790-1792
think lightly of that lad are unwise in their generation : he has
in him the makings of a great general9' *
That there was the serious side of his nature as well as
the frivolous was shown by his willingness to shoulder
responsibility, fof before he was twenty-one he took his
seat in the Irish Parliament as a member for the family borough
of Trim, and sometimes even spoke. His first recorded
speech, it is interesting to note, was to support the address
from the throne in favour of Roman Catholic Concessions,
a significant incident in view of the fact that it was under his
Premiership, thirty-six years later, in the English Parliament,
that the Bill for Catholic Emancipation was finally passed.
But nobody would then have guessed that this lad, " ruddy-
faced and juvenile in appearance ", whose " address was un-
polished " and who " evinced no promise of that unparalleled
celebrity and splendour which he has since reached ",2 would
one day be Prime Minister of England. Yet the closing
words of his first modest little speech are indicative of the
principles which were to govern his public life. ... "I
trust," observed the young orator, " that when the question
shall be brought forward we shall lay aside animosities, and
act with moderation and dignity, and not with the fury and
violence of partisans."3
In 1790 the Earl of Westmorland * succeeded the Marquess
of Buckingham as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. This change,
however, made no difference in Arthur's prospects, for the
new Lord-Lieutenant continued him as A.D.C., and life
jogged along in the same carefree manner. He was happy,
too, with the Westmorland family, as he had been with
their predecessors, and formed with them warm ties of friend-
1 Life of Sir Charles Napier, Vol I, p. 5z.
2 Barringtori) p. 20 z.
a Speeches of the Duke of Wellington in Parliament, Vol. I, p. 2.
* Fane, John, roth Earl of Westmorland, 1759-1841. Lord-Lieuten-
ant of Ireland 1789-95. Master of the Horse, 1795-8. Lord Privy
Seal 1798. Knight of the Garter, etc.
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